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# ſpirits with unchaken reſolution in the midſt of gre and bloo 


: 


their Neighbours, who tan only melt upon them, and weep over them, but are not able to relieve them. 
And therefoꝛe, you that have eſcaped theſe miſeries, are earneftly beſonght to look upon this ſad Di⸗ 
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on Die Sabbathi, 24- Maui, 1645: NES 

Ar is this day Ordered by the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, That a Collection 
be made of all well-a Red perſons, within the Cities of London, Weſtminſter, and Pariſhes 
within the Bills of Mortality, and likewiſe within the County of Middleſex ; the Aſſociated 
= Counties late of the Earl of Manchefters Aſſociation, and the four Aſſociated Counties late of 


Sir William Wallers Aſſociation, to be imployed for the relief of the poor diſtreſſed Inhabitants of the 


Town of Taunton, and ſuch of the adjacent places, to be diſpoſed of, as to the Committee of the VVeſt 


ſhall be thought meet and convenient. 


Fo: Brown Cleric. Parliamentoram. = H: Elſnge, (ler. Parl. D. n. 
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| He Lo2ds and Commons aſſembled in Parliament having thought fit, that a 
Collection ſhall be made foz the diſtreſſed people of the Town of Taunton (as by 
the Oꝛdinance now read appears:) That you may be the better quickned to ſe- 
cond it with a free Contribution; It is thought fit that thereunto ſhould be 
ſubjopned, a bzief Delineation of their p:eſstng Miſeries; They being ſuchas 
call foꝛ tendereſt bowels of compaſston from ali that bear the name of Chzt- 
ſttans : It is notoztoufly known to all the Kingdom, That the ſaid Town 
hath fo2 theſe two years paſt, endured all the calamities almoſt that War 
(the ſharpeſt of all outward judgements) can bzing upon a people: The firſt 
| of theſe two years they lay groaning and fainting under that Affliction, of 
which the poo: oppꝛeſſed Church complains, Lam. 1. 5: Their Adverſaries were the 
Chief; andthey that hated them, ruled over them: o that they were depꝛived, many of them in an inſtant, 
of their liberties, by cloſe n e of their eſtates, by 92 „and by heavy impoſitions; of 
their deareſt Friends, by flight; yea (which is yet lad and dolefull) of their Oꝛdinantes and their God, 
The latter ot them, they endured thꝛee as ſharp c cruell Sieges from a bloody CP. as ever any place 
hath ſuffered ſince the Wars began; in which their houſes Were conſumed by fire, their perſons flain, the 
Famine and the lwoꝛd contended which ſhould pꝛey upon them.firft; pooz Mothers looking when the 
time would come, that they ſhould hear the Childꝛen cry foz bzead', and there would be none to give 
them; When they ſhould ſee them {woon in the top of every ſtreet , 70 Lam. 2. 11. however, God upholds 
d; and in the endy wꝛought out a great ſal- 
vation foꝛ them, whoſe almoſt matchleſſe maguauimity, and reſolute Defence of that place, hath put a 
greater ſtop to the pꝛoceedings of the King, in hindung His Recruits, and opened a moꝛe fair advan⸗ 
tage to the Reducing of the weſtern parts, then can be eaſily expreſſed, 3%; 
But yet by thele calamaties and troubles, the eſtates of thoſe who have eſcaped the ſword, are utterly 
exhauſted and conſumed, five hundꝛed of their houſes burnt down to the ground, (being one half of the 
Town) by which almoſt one thouſand Families are turned harbourleſſe and helpleſſe to the mercy of 


ſled Town, (ſometimes the moſt eminent of thoſe parts foꝛ building and ſcituation, and which is 


=; e, fo: Piety and true Religion) now by the juſt diſpteaſure of the Loꝛd againſt it, raked in its own. 


aſhes , reduced almoſt to the extreamity of miſery and want, foz the Defence of that Cauſe whieh 
you P2ofeſle, and take upon you to maintain: Liſten and hear it crying to you in the Churches Lamen- 
tation; Sec if there be any ſorrow like to my ſorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger: 
and do not ſtop your eares againſt their cry fo: 1 from pou, leſt the Loꝛd deal accozdingly with you, 

© and ſtop his eares againſt your cryes foꝛ mercy, when you have moſt need of ft, In ſuch a ſingular and 
extraoꝛdinary caſe.as this, ſtir up your ſelves to do ſome extraoꝛdinary thing; Do not dꝛaw out your 
purſes only to your pooꝛ diſtreſſed Sꝛethꝛen but your very ſouls too, as the P:ophet fpeaks: This is your 


dutp, and this will de your policy, it you deſire to ſave your perſons, houſes and eſtates, from that hea 
+  milery which hath expoſed them to your mercy. 82 that heavy 


Londen, Printed for Edward Hwchand, Printer tothe Honorablc Houſe of Commons, Sept 9. 1645 
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